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Press Release 6 September 2007

LOW PAY COMMISSION VISIT TO BELFAST

Three Low Pay Commissioners will visit Belfast on a fact-finding visit about the National Minimum Wage on Thursday 6 September. 

Heather Wakefield, Susan Anderson and Ian Hay will meet with organisations and agricultural employer representatives to hear their views on the National Minimum Wage. 

Low Pay Commissioner Heather Wakefield said: “We welcome the opportunity to meet people in Belfast.  By talking first hand to those affected by the minimum wage, we gain a valuable insight which helps inform the work that we do.”
Notes to Editors

1.
The Low Pay Commission is a statutory body whose role is to advise the Government on the National Minimum Wage.

2.
The Commission has produced eight reports.  These are available from the Stationery Office Bookshops or the Commission’s website at: http://www.lowpay.gov.uk
3.
The members of the Low Pay Commission are:
Paul Myners (Chairman), Chairman of the Guardian Media Group and Tate; Susan Anderson, Director of Human Resources Policy for the CBI; Professor Bob Elliott, Professor of Economics and Director of the Health Economics Research Unit at the University of Aberdeen; Neil Goulden, Chief Executive of the Gala Coral Group; John Hannett, General Secretary of the Union of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers; Ian Hay OBE, Chairman, Food Trade Association Management; Professor Stephen Machin, Professor of Economics at University College London; Frances O’Grady, TUC Deputy General Secretary and Heather Wakefield, Head of Local Government, UNISON.
4.
The National Minimum Wage for those over 21 is £5.35 per hour. For those aged 18 to 21 or over 21 but in the first six months of a new job with a new employer and receiving accredited training, the rate is £4.45 per hour. The minimum wage for 16 and 17 year olds is £3.30 an hour.
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